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READING PASSAGE 1

You should spend about 20 minutes on Questions 1-13 which are based on Reading
Passage 1 below.

Blue-footed Boobies 2

A

Boobies are a small group of seabirds native to tropical and subtropical oceans
throughout the world. Their diet consists mainly of fish. They are specialized fish eaters
feeding on small school fish like sardines, anchovies, mackerel, and flying fish. When
their prey is in sight, they fold their long wings back around their streamlined bodies and
plunge into the water from as high as 80 feet, so streamlined that they barely make a
splash. They travel in parties of about 12 to areas of water with large schools of small
fish. When the lead bird sees a fish shoal in the water, it will signal the rest of the group
and they will all dive together. Surprisingly, individuals do not eat with the hunting group,
preferring to eat on their own, usually in the early morning or late afternoon.

B

There are three varieties on the Galapagos: the blue-footed, red-footed, and masked
boobies. They are all members of the same family, and are not only different in
appearance but also in behaviours. The blue-footed and red-footed boobies mate
throughout the year, while the masked boobies have an annual mating cycle that differs
from island to island. All catch fish in a similar manner, but in different areas: the blue-
footed booby does its fishing close to shore, while the masked booby goes slightly farther
out, and the red-footed booby fishes at the farthest distances from shore.

C

Although it is unknown where the name “Booby” emanates from, some conjecture it may
come from the Spanish word for clown, “bobo”, meaning “stupid”. Its name was probably
inspired by the bird’s clumsiness on land and apparently unwarranted bravery. The blue-
footed booby is extremely vulnerable to human visitors because it does not appear to fear
them. Therefore, these birds received such name for their clumsiness on land in which
they were easy, captured, killed, and eaten by humans.

D

The blue-footed booby’s characteristic feet play a significant part in their famous courtship
ceremony, the ‘booby dance’. The male walks around the female, raising his bright blue
feet straight up in the air while bringing his ‘shoulders’ towards the ground and crossing
the bottom tips of his wings high above the ground. Plus, he’ll raise his bill up towards the
sky to try to win his mate over. The female may also partake in these activities — lifting
her feet, sky pointing, and of course, squawking at her mate. After mating, another ritual
occurs — the nest-building which ironically is never used because they nest on the bare
ground. When the female is ready to lay her eggs, they scrape the existing nest away so
she can nest on exposed ground. Sun-baked islands form the booby’s breeding grounds.
When ready the female blue-footed booby lays one to three eggs.
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E

After mating, two or three eggs are laid in a shallow depression on flat or gently sloping
ground. Both male and female take turns incubating the eggs. Unlike most birds, booby
doesn’t develop brood patches (areas of bare skin on the breast) to warm the eggs during
incubation. Instead, it uses its broad webbed feet, which have large numbers of prominent
blood vessels, to transmit heat essential for incubation. The eggs are thick-shelled so
they can withstand the full weight of an incubating bird.

F

After hatching, the male plays a major role in bringing fish home. He can bring back a
constant supply of small fish for the chicks, which must be fed continuously. The reason
is that the male has a longer tail than the female in relation to his body size, which makes
him able to execute shallower dives and to feed closer to shore. Then the female takes a
greater part as time proceeds. Sooner or later, the need to feed the young becomes
greater than the need to protect them and both adults must fish to provide enough.

G

When times are good, the parents may successfully fledge all three chicks, but, in harder
times, they may still lay as many eggs yet only obtain enough food to raise one. The
problem is usually solved by the somewhat callous-sounding system of “opportunistic
sibling murder.” The first-born chick is larger and stronger than its nest mate(s) as a result
of hatching a few days earlier and also because the parents feed the larger chick. If food
is scarce, the first born will get more food than its nest mate(s) and will outcompete them,
causing them to starve. The above system optimizes the reproductive capacity of the
blue-foot in an unpredictable environment. The system ensures that, if possible, at least
one chick will survive a period of shortage rather than all three dying of starvation under
a more ‘humane’ system.

NOTE: Watch this video https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MLdrDORP45M about Blue footed
booby by NAT Geo for better understanding.



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MLdrDORP45M
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Questions 1-6

The reading passage has seven paragraphs, A-G

Choose the correct heading for paragraphs A-G from the list below.
Write the correct number, i-ix, in boxes 1-6 on your answer sheet.

List of Headings

I Unusual way of hatching the chicks

ii. Feeding habit of the red-footed booby
iii. Folding wings for a purpose

iv. Rearing the young

V. Classification of boobies

Vi. Diving for seafood

Vii. Surviving mechanism during the food shortage period
Viil. Mating and breeding

iX. Origin of the booby’s name

Example Answer

Paragraph C ix
Paragraph A
Paragraph B
Paragraph D
Paragraph E
Paragraph F

o a0k w b RE

Paragraph G
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Questions 7-9

Do the following statements agree with the information given in Reading Passage 17?
In boxes 7-9 on your answer sheet, write

TRUE if the statement is true

FALSE if the statement is false

NOT GIVEN if the information is not given in the passage

7. Boobies are afraid of human approaching.
8. Female boobies eat more than the male ones.

9. When there is not sufficient food, the larger chicks will be fed at the expense of the
survival of its smaller mates.

Questions 10 -13

Complete the summary below.

Using NO MORE THAN TWO WORDS from the Reading Passage for each answer.
Write your answers in boxes 10-13 on your answer sheet.

The courtship of the Blue-footed Booby consists of the male flaunting his blue feet and
dancing to impress the female. During the dance, the male will spread his wings and

stamp his feet on the ground with his bills 10......................... After mating, the booby’s
unusual demeanor continues with ritual 11........................ that really serves no
purpose. When the female Booby lays eggs, the parental boobies incubate the eggs
beneath their12........................ which contain 13........................ to transmit the

heat, because of the lack of brood patches.
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VOCABULARY

Cach hoc: Danh muc tir virng gitp nhan thirc nghia tiéng Viét, tlr vieng lién quan (word-family),
va phat am chuan. Khéng nén hoc thudc tr virng theo danh muc nay.

1. Tropical /'trop.1.kal/ (adj) thudc nhiét déi

2. School /sku:l/ (n) dan ca (e.g. a school of fish)

3. Sardine /sa:'di:n/ (n) ca moi

4. Anchovy /'zn.tfe.vi/ (n) ca tréng

5. Mackerel /'maek.ral/ (n) ca thu

6. To streamline /'strim.lazn/ (v) thiét k& dang mang tinh khi déng cao, it lwc can

7. To plunge /pland3/ (v) nhing, thoc vao, dam sau vao; lao xudng, lao vao (C2)

8. Shoal /foul/ (n) dan ca tu hop véi nhau, di chuyén ddc l1ap nhwng van tao thanh nhém
9. To emanate /'em.a.ne1t/ (v) bat ngudn tir; phét ra, tda ra

10. To conjecture /ken'dzek.tfar/ (v) phdng doan, wéc doan

11. Clumsiness /'klam.zi.nas/ (n) sw vung vé&, hau dau (C2) > Clumsy /'klam.zi/ (adj)
12. To capture /'keep.tfar/ (v) bat gilr, doat 14y, gianh dwoc

13. Courtship /'ko:t.Jip/ (n) thdi gian tim hiéu cia mot cdp doi; sw ve van, tan tinh

14. To squawk /skwo:k/ (v) kéu quang quac

15. To incubate /'1n).kja.be1tn/ (v) &p trirng, wom mam = Incubation /.1n.kja'ber.fan/ (n)
16. Vessel /'ves.al/ (n) mach; vat chtra dwng (vd lo, binh,...)

17. To fledge /fled3/ (v) nudi cho du 16ng du canh dé bay; phat trién da Ién dé bay

18. Callous /'keel.as/ (adj) nhan tam, thiéu sw déng cam

19. Scarce /skeas/ (adj) khan hiém (C1) = Scarcity /'skea.sa.ti/ (n) (C2)

20. Bill (n): mé chim, to tién, dao luat, héa don

21.To partake in = to take part in: tham gia

22. Breed /bri:d/ (v): sinh san - Breeding (n)

23. Mate (v): giao phdi

24. Ironically /az'ron.1.kel.i/ (adv): tr& tréu thay

25. Scrape (v): cao, ri bo

26. Withstand /wzd 'stzend/ (v): chéng chiu (C2)

27. Hatch /heetf/ (v): (trng) n& ra con

28. Outcompete / aut.kam pi:t/ (v): tranh hét thirc an, 1an lwét

29. Optimize /'pp.tr.marz/ (v) t&i wu hoa

30. Reproductive / ri:.pra'dak.trv/ (adj): tai sdn xuat, sinh san

31. Starvation /sta: 'ver.fen/ (n): viéc bi chét déi (C2) > Starved (adj): bi d6i gan chét >

Starving (adj) (Grammar: xem lai V-ed va V-ing lam tinh tt)
32. Flaunt /fla:nt/ (v,n): khoe khoang, ph6 trwong
33. Demeanor /d1i'mi..na-/ (n) phong thai
34. Ritual /'r1t[.u.al/ (n): 1& nghi, I&i cdu nguyén (C2)
35. Patch /pzet[/ (n,v): manh v4, va viu (C2)
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HAY DOC BANG TIENG VIET CAC POAN VAN BANG TIENG ANH & COT BEN TRAI

- Khi géap tlr hay cum t& kho, ban c6 thé tham khéo cot tiéng Viét bén phai.

- Hay doc méi doan van nhiéu lan cho dén mac cé thé két luan nghia chinh xac, véi tbc do
cao nhw ban doc bang tiéng Viét ma khdng can bat cr sw tro gidip nao.

- Muc dich cao nhét ciia hoat déng hoc tap nay 1a hoc thuéc tr vweng trong béi canh, thau
hiéu ngir phap, va téc dd két luan nghia chinh xéc, nhanh chéng.

- Lap lai cAch hoc nay véi 30 bai doc trong bd sach Reading Booster, twong dwong 15 tuan
hoc (trong 60 gi®) ban sé biét hau hét tv vieng cha bai thi IELTS, va c6 tbc d6 doc hiéu
vira nhanh vira chinh xac. Ngoai ra n6 con tao nén tang manh cho céac ky nang Nghe,
No6i, Viét ctia IELTS, va nén tang doc moi loai tai liéu khac sau nay.

Blue-footed Boobies 2

Boobies are a small group of seabirds native to
tropical and subtropical oceans throughout the
world. Their diet consists mainly of fish. They
are specialized fish eaters feeding on small
school fish like sardines, anchovies, mackerel,
and flying fish. When their prey is in sight, they
fold their long wings back around their
streamlined bodies and plunge into the water
from as high as 80 feet, so streamlined that
they barely make a splash. They travel in
parties of about 12 to areas of water with large
schools of small fish. When the lead bird sees
a fish shoal in the water, it will signal the rest of
the group and they will all dive together.
Surprisingly, individuals do not eat with the
hunting group, preferring to eat on their own,
usually in the early morning or late afternoon.

There are three varieties on the Galapagos: the
blue-footed, red-footed, and masked boobies.
They are all members of the same family, and
are not only different in appearance but also in
behaviours. The blue-footed and red-footed
boobies mate throughout the year, while the
masked boobies have an annual mating cycle
that differs from island to island. All catch fish
in a similar manner, but in different areas: the
blue-footed booby does its fishing close to
shore, while the masked booby goes slightly
farther out, and the red-footed booby fishes at
the farthest distances from shore.

Chim ngéc chan xanh 2

Chim ngéc 1a moét nhém nhé céc loai chim bién
c6 nguédn gdc tir cac dai dwong nhiét diva can
nhiét d&i trén khap thé gi¢i. Ché do an ubng
cta ching bao gém chi yéu 1a ca. Chang la
loai dong vat an ca, chuyén an cac loai ca nhé
nhw ca moi, cd com, ca thu va ca chudn. Khi
con mdi & trong tdm nhin, ching sé& gap doi
canh dai cia minh lai xung quanh co thé thudn
dai va lao xudng nwéc tir dd cao 80 feet, mwot
dén murc hau nhuw khdng ban moét tia nwéc nao.
Chung di theo nhédm khodng 12 con dén nhiing
ving nwéc co nhiéu dan ca nhé. Khi con chim
dau dan nhin thdy mét dan ca trong nwéc, né
sé b&o hiéu cho nhirng con con lai trong nhém
va tat ca ching sé cuing nhau 1&n xudng. Pang
ngac nhién, cac ca thé khéng an cung nhom
s&n mdi ma thich &n mot minh, thwdng la vao
sang s&m hodc chiéu mat.

C6 ba gidng trén Quan dao Galapagos: chim
ngdc chan xanh, chan dd va chim ngbc mat
xanh. Chuing déu la thanh vién trong cung moét
gia dinh, va khéng chi khac nhau vé ngoai hinh
ma con khac nhau vé hanh vi. Chim ngéc chan
xanh va chan dé giao phdi quanh nadm, trong
khi chim ngéc mat xanh cé chu ky giao phéi
hang nam khac nhau gitra cac hon déo. Tt ca
déu bét ca theo cach twong tw nhwng & cac khu
vuc khac nhau: chim ngbc chan xanh bat ca
gan bo, trong khi chim ngdéc mét xanh di ra xa
hon mét chat va chim ngbe chan dé danh bat &
cach xa bd nhét.
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Although it is unknown where the name
‘Booby” emanates from, some conjecture it
may come from the Spanish word for clown,
‘bobo”, meaning “stupid”. Its name was
probably inspired by the bird’s clumsiness on
land and apparently unwarranted bravery. The
blue-footed booby is extremely vulnerable to
human visitors because it does not appear to
fear them. Therefore, these birds received such
name for their clumsiness on land in which they
were easy, captured, killed, and eaten by
humans.

The blue-footed booby’s characteristic feet
play a significant part in their famous courtship
ceremony, the ‘booby dance’. The male walks
around the female, raising his bright blue feet
straight up in the air while bringing his
‘shoulders’ towards the ground and crossing
the bottom tips of his wings high above the
ground. Plus, he’ll raise his bill up towards the
sky to try to win his mate over. The female may
also partake in these activities — lifting her feet,
sky pointing, and of course, squawking at her
mate. After mating, another ritual occurs — the
nest-building which ironically is never used
because they nest on the bare ground. When
the female is ready to lay her eggs, they scrape
the existing nest away so she can nest on
exposed ground. Sun-baked islands form the
booby’s breeding grounds. When ready the
female blue-footed booby lays one to three

eggs.

After mating, two or three eggs are laid in a
shallow depression on flat or gently sloping
ground. Both male and female take turns
incubating the eggs. Unlike most birds, booby
doesn’t develop brood patches (areas of bare
skin on the breast) to warm the eggs during
incubation. Instead, it uses its broad webbed
feet, which have large numbers of prominent
blood vessels, to transmit heat essential for
incubation. The eggs are thick-shelled so they
can withstand the full weight of an incubating
bird.
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Mé&c du khéng biét cai tén "Booby" xuét phat tir
dau, mét s6 ngudi phdng doan né cé thé xuét
phét tir tiéng Tay Ban Nha c6 nghia la cha hé,
"bobo", c6 nghia la "ngu ngbc". Tén cla né co
|& dwoc ldy cdm hing tir sw vung vé cla con
chim trén can va sy diing cadm c6 vé khong
chinh dang. Con chim ngéc chan xanh cwc ky
dé bj lam hai dbi v&i con ngudi vi né khdng hé
t6 ra so hai ho. Do d6, nhirng con chim nay
dwoc dat tén nhw vay vi sw vung vé cla ching
trén ving dat ma chang dé dang bi bat, giét va
an thit béi con nguoi.

Ban chan d&c trwng cta nhirng cha chim ngbc
chan xanh déng mét vai trdo quan trong trong
nghi thirc tan tinh ndi tiéng cha ching, “diéu
nhay booby”. Con dwc di xung quanh con cai,
gio ban chan mau xanh lam sang ctia minh Ién
thang trong khong trung ddng thdi dua ‘vai’ ctia
minh vé phia mat dat va bat chéo dau dwdi cia
doéi canh 1én cao so v&i mat dat. Thém vao do,
con dwc s& nang mé cda minh I1&n troi dé cb
gang chiém cam tinh cGa nguwoi ban doi. Con
cai ciing c6 thé tham gia vao cac hoat dong nay
- nh&c chan, chi tay I&n tréi, va tat nhién, chdm
lén nguwoi ban doi ciia minh. Sau khi giao phéi,
mot nghi thire khac lai xay ra - viéc xay td ma
tré tréu thay lai khédng bao gi& dwoc sir dung
vi ching lam td trén mat dat tréng. Khi con cai
da san sang dé trirng, ching sé pha td hién cé
di d& n6 lam té trén bai dat trbng. Nhirng hon
dao nhiéu nang tao thanh noi sinh san cla
chim ngéc. Khi da s&n sang, con chim ngébc
chan xanh cai dé tir mot dén ba qua trieng.

Sau khi giao phdi, hai hodc ba trirng dwoc dét
vao mot chd dat Idm ndng trén mat dat bang
phang hodc déc nhe. Ca con dwc va con céi
thay phién nhau 4p tri'ng. Khéng giébng nhw
hau hét cac loai chim, chim ngbc khéng phat
trién cac tdi 4p (vung da tran trén va) dé lam
Am trirng trong qud trinh 4p. Thay vao do, né
st dung ban chan cé mang réng, cé nhiéu
mach mau nbi rd, dé truyén nhiét can thiét cho
qua trinh &p trirng. Tring c6 vé day nén co thé
chiu dwgc toan bd trong lwgng cia mét con
chim dang 4p.
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After hatching, the male plays a major role in
bringing fish home. He can bring back a
constant supply of small fish for the chicks,
which must be fed continuously. The reason is
that the male has a longer tail than the female
in relation to his body size, which makes him
able to execute shallower dives and to feed
closer to shore. Then the female takes a
greater part as time proceeds. Sooner or later,
the need to feed the young becomes greater
than the need to protect them and both adults
must fish to provide enough.

When times are good, the parents may
successfully fledge all three chicks, but, in
harder times, they may still lay as many eggs
yet only obtain enough food to raise one. The
problem is usually solved by the somewhat
callous-sounding system of “opportunistic
sibling murder.” The first-born chick is larger
and stronger than its nest mate(s) as a result of
hatching a few days earlier and also because
the parents feed the larger chick. If food is
scarce, the first born will get more food than its
nest mate(s) and will outcompete them,
causing them to starve. The above system
optimizes the reproductive capacity of the blue-
foot in an unpredictable environment. The
system ensures that, if possible, at least one
chick will survive a period of shortage rather
than all three dying of starvation under a more
‘humane’ system.

Vii
. FALSE

SMARTCOM IELTS GEN 9.0

www.smartcom.vn

Sau khi n&, con dwc dong vai tro chinh trong
viéc dwa ca vé nha. Con duc c6 thé mang vé
ngudn cung cap ca nhd lién tuc cho con non,
ma phai dwgc cho an lién tuc. Nguyén nhan la
do con dwc ¢é dudi dai hon con cai so vai kich
thwdc co thé clia nd, diéu nay khién né co thé
thwc hién nhirng cd lan néng hon va kiém an
gan b& hon. Sau d6, con cai chiém phan Ién
hon khi thoi gian troi qua. Khéng sém thi mudn,
nhu cau &n cha con non tr& nén Ién hon nhu
cau bao vé ching va ca con trwéng thanh déu
phai bat ca dé cung cap du thirc an.

Khi thei diém thuan loi, chim bé me c6 thé nuéi
I&n thanh cbng ca ba con, nhwng trong nhirng
thdi diém khé khan hon, chung van co thé dé
s trirng d6 nhwng chi kiém dd thirc an dé nudi
mot con. Van dé thuong duoc gidi quyét bang
co ché nghe ¢6 vé hoi nhan tam 14 “giét anh chi
em theo co hoéi”. Con non d4u long 1én hon va
khde hon (cac) ban trong td clia né do né sé&m
hon vai ngay va ciing do chim bd me nuéi con
I&n hon. Néu thirc an khan hiém, con dau tién
sé c6 nhiéu thirc &n hon (cac) ban trong t va
sé canh tranh vé&i ching, khién ching chét doi.
Co ché trén t6i wu héa kha nang sinh san cla
chim ngbc chan xanh trong mét méi trwong
khéng thé doan trwéc. Hé thdng ddm bao réng,
néu co thé, it nhat mdt cha chim non sé séng
s6t trong thoi ky thiéu thdn hon 1a ca ba chi
chim non chét vi déi trong moét co ché ‘nhan
dao’ hon.

8. NOT GIVEN

9. TRUE

10. Bap an dung la Up, khéng phai la sky-
pointing nhw trén mang

11. nest-building

12. webbed feet

13. blood vessels



